
The London Market 

Viewpoint

London is experiencing a 
small growth in its number of 
markets but what are the 
issues and challenges in 
terms of markets supporting 
health, economy and 
diversity.

Also, how are they 
supporting local communities 
in terms of employment and 
regeneration?

Nicholas Kasic, 

Markets Manager 

 

Royal Borough of Kensington 
and Chelsea



Kensington and Chelsea Council Plan 2023-2027

Highlights



London Councils view



• Defend our markets

The enormous importance of street markets is often not 
appreciated. They provide the cheapest food, often the 
freshest food, social engagement among customers and 
traders and employ a lot of people. But they have been 
coming under relentless pressure from developers and often 
from the councils which manage or regulate them. This 
conference is supported by Just Space and should help those 
all over London in the defence of their markets.

Conference held August 2023



London Local Authorities Act 1990 et al

22. Fees and charges

(1)The council may charge to applicants for the grant or variation of street trading 

licences such fees as are sufficient in the aggregate, taking one year with another, 

to recover the reasonable costs of dealing with such applications.

(2)The council may recover from licence holders such charges as may be 

sufficient in the aggregate, taking one year with another, to cover the reasonable 

costs of—

(a)the collection, removal and disposal of refuse or other services rendered by 

them to such licence holders; and

(b)the cleansing of streets in which street trading takes place in so far as that 

cleansing is attributable to such trading; and

(c)any reasonable administrative costs or other costs not otherwise recovered 

under this Act incurred in connection with the administration of the provisions of 

this Act; and

(d)the cost of enforcing the provisions of this Act



Food Act 1984 in London



15 minute city? Conspiracy or Saviour?

Originally unveiled in 2015, the 

concept aims to encourage the 

development of polycentric cities 

where workspaces, shops, 

restaurants and entertainment are 

all placed locally, reducing the need 

to drive.

It attracted more attention after 

Moreno won the Obel Award in 

2021, with the jury saying the 

concept "addresses the need for us 

to rethink how our cities can be 

reimagined, redesigned, and 

regenerated for the primary benefit 

of people and the environment".

Before we used to call them 

markets and the high street.



Black Culture Market (Brixton, South London)



Lady Lane Market (Petticoat Lane, East London)

Market is London’s first women-

only market selling a diverse range 

of goods on Wentworth Street, part 

of Petticoat Lane Markets.

Lady Lane Market sells unique and 

handcrafted crafts, skincare 

products, jewellery, books, greeting 

cards and a range of gifts all made 

and curated by local women.

Evolving into providing Lady Lane 

Kitchen and other support schemes 

for local women.



Primrose Hill Food Market (North London)



Rose Vouchers to help families



Acton Market (Ealing, West London)



Walthamstow Sunday Social

(Walthamstow, East London)



Open Art Spaces
Portobello Road (Kensington, West London)



Venn Street Market (Clapham, South London)



NEW YOUTHQUAKE on Portobello Road

(Kensington, West London)

Opportunity for younger 

traders to join the 

markets

Supported by the NMTF 

Young Trader Insurance

Over 100 traders have 

had a go and many 

trade today



Pathway and aspirations



Chiswick Flower Market (Hounslow, West London)



London Markets Board



Markets 4 People



The future? An aspiration?

Themes from 11th International Public Markets:
1. Planning for Climate Change;

2. Social Cohesion and Gentrification; and

3. Fresh Interdisciplinary Research.

https://publicmarkets.pps.org/
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