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The All-Party Parliamentary Markets Group – Minutes 
A meeting of the All-Party Parliamentary Local Markets Group, to be Chaired by Julia Buckley MP, has been arranged for Tuesday 23rd June 2026 at 12.30pm – 1.30pm in Room C1 – Parliament Street.  

In attendance: 


Agenda  
1.	Welcome (5 mins) 
The Chair, Julia Buckley MP, welcomed attendees and opened the meeting. The APPMG's role as a cross-party forum connecting Parliament with the local markets sector was reaffirmed, recognising the importance of markets to town centres, retail, tourism, employment, hospitality and community wellbeing

2.	The All-Party Parliamentary Local Markets Group 
Noted, the APPMG is a cross-party Westminster group that connects the local markets industry with parliamentarians, championing markets and raising issues affecting the sector. It also provides a forum to discuss policy, strategy and operations, recognising the role of markets and market trading in retail, tourism, employment, hospitality and leisure. The lead industry bodies are NABMA (National Association of British Market Authorities) and NMTF (National Market Traders Federation).
3.	Minutes from previous meeting (5 mins) 
The minutes of the meeting held on 21 January 2026 were accepted as an accurate record
4.	Update on a joint initiative with national visitor attractions including Chester Zoo, tourism associations, DCMS and the Met Office (10 Mins)
An update was received on the joint initiative involving national visitor attractions, including Chester Zoo, tourism bodies, the Department for Culture, Media and Sport (DCMS), and the Met Office regarding weather forecasting and its impact on visitor behaviour. 
Members discussed concerns that inaccurate or overly cautious weather forecasting can adversely affect attendance at outdoor markets, events and visitor attractions, resulting in unnecessary economic impacts.
The Group recognised that, as climate change continues to increase the frequency of extreme and unpredictable weather conditions, accurate forecasting becomes increasingly important to protect economic activity while supporting the Government's wider commitment to climate action and resilience planning.
It was agreed that a letter would be drafted on behalf of the APPMG and shared by the Chair with Ministers. The correspondence will be addressed to the Department for Science, Innovation and Technology (DSIT) and DCMS, recognising their respective responsibilities for the Met Office and the outdoor events and visitor economy sectors. The letter will call for greater forecasting accuracy and consideration of the economic consequences of forecasting practices.
Members noted that the issue had attracted parliamentary interest, with MPs attending specifically to discuss the item before remaining for the wider meeting.
Action: APPMG to write to DSIT and DCMS regarding weather forecasting accuracy, climate resilience and economic impacts.
5.	NABMA Report – Markets as Placemaking – Extent of Markets used within regeneration schemes across the UK (30 Mins) 
	David Catterall presented NABMA's report on markets as placemaking assets and their role within regeneration programmes across the United Kingdom. The report highlighted the contribution markets make to economic growth, social value, town centre vitality and long-term regeneration outcomes. 
The presentation formed the basis of a light-touch APPMG enquiry intended to strengthen the evidence base demonstrating that markets are fundamental components of thriving town centres and community growth. 
The report was well received by attendees from NABMA, NMTF and the Institute of Place Management (IPM). Discussion focused on how markets can be embedded within the Government's emerging High Street Strategy and wider Pride in Place ambitions.
Members recognised that high streets are becoming increasingly diversified and multifunctional, with growing opportunities to integrate health, wellbeing, community services, culture and economic activity within a single destination.
Attention was given to the role of Health on the High Street initiatives. The Group discussed how market locations can provide accessible environments for preventative healthcare, community health services, public health engagement and wellbeing programmes. Barnsley's Health on the High Street initiative was referenced as a leading example of how markets can support public health objectives whilst also increasing footfall and occupancy.
It was noted that opportunities may exist to engage Integrated Care Boards (ICBs) and explore how health funding streams could support market-based health initiatives where measurable outcomes can be demonstrated.
The Chair proposed that the APPMG should frame its future work as a broader discussion on markets within the High Street Strategy, encompassing issues including regeneration, public health, business rates, community wealth building and devolution.
Barnsley Market Visit
Members noted that an APPMG visit to Barnsley Market is being undertaken to support the mini-enquiry arising from the report. The visit will enable parliamentarians to gather evidence directly and examine how markets can act as anchors for regeneration and support multifunctional high streets.
The APPMG agreed that Barnsley would be used as a case study of best practice in market-led regeneration. Following the visit, a wider report will be prepared by NABMA demonstrating how markets contribute to regeneration, health, wellbeing and wider place-making objectives.
The completed report will be presented to the Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government (MHCLG) and shared with relevant Integrated Care Boards to explore opportunities for future health-related funding and policy support.
Members agreed that this work will help deliver the APPMG's proposed mini-enquiry and provide practical recommendations to Government regarding the role of markets within the future High Street Strategy.
Ministerial Engagement
The Chair confirmed that she would write to the Secretary of State at MHCLG to ensure that the APPMG's findings are considered as part of the development of the Government's High Street Strategy.
Members welcomed this commitment and agreed that it was important that NABMA is directly involved in shaping future policy.
Stakeholder Engagement
Members welcomed the support shown by the Institute of Place Management for the markets regeneration agenda and noted continuing discussions regarding future collaboration on policy development, skills and professional standards.
It was agreed that strong partnership working between NABMA, NMTF, IPM and parliamentarians would be essential in ensuring markets are represented within future government policy.
Action: Hibbah to write to the Minister at MHCLG to reinforce the importance of NABMA's involvement in the development of the High Street Strategy and ensure APPMG recommendations are considered. David Catterall (NABMA) to deliver the mini enquiry outcome at the next APPMG meeting. 
	
6. 	Any Other Business
Market Operator Contracts and Financial Protection
A concern was raised regarding arrangements between some market operators and traders, specifically around the length of time trader income may be retained before payment is made.
Members acknowledged that the issue appeared to relate primarily to contractual arrangements rather than rent levels or turnover-based charging structures. It was agreed that the matter required careful consideration and further discussion with industry stakeholders before any recommendations could be developed.
Community Asset Transfer
Lord Davies of Brixton raised concerns regarding community asset transfer policy and its implications for markets and community-owned assets.
He requested that NABMA and NMTF engage with local Member of Parliament Bell Ribeiro-Addy MP regarding the issue and explore opportunities for future parliamentary discussion.
Action: NABMA and NMTF to contact Bell Ribeiro-Addy MP regarding concerns around community asset transfer.

Summary of Agreed Actions
1. APPMG to write to DSIT and DCMS regarding weather forecasting accuracy and economic impacts.
2. Hibbah to write to the Minister at MHCLG to ensure NABMA is actively involved in the development of the High Street Strategy.
3. APPMG to undertake the Barnsley Market visit as part of the mini-enquiry evidence-gathering process.
4. NABMA to prepare a follow-up report using Barnsley as a best-practice case study on regeneration, public health and high street diversification.
5. The final report to be shared with MHCLG and relevant ICBs to explore policy and funding opportunities.
6. NABMA and NMTF to engage with Bell Ribeiro-Addy MP regarding community asset transfer concerns.
7. Continued engagement with IPM and other partners to ensure markets remain central to future High Street Strategy development.
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